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A STRONG VISION

Created	by	Quebec dairy farmers 
and processors	to	invest	in	research,	
Novalait	develops	solutions	and	
expertise to produce and process 
the	milk	of	the	future.
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SHAREHOLDING AND  
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

A UNIQUE BUSINESS MODEL
Novalait	 combines	all	of	 the	businesses	 that	produce	
or	 process	 milk	 in	 Quebec	 from	 small-scale	 cheese	
factories,	 to	family	 farms,	to	multinational	companies.	
They	are	represented	within	Novalait	by	three	groups	
of	 shareholders.	 Les	 Producteurs	 de	 lait	 du	 Québec	
holds	 50%	of	Novalait’s	 shares.	 Agropur	 cooperative,	
which	 represents	dairy	 cooperatives,	 and	 the	Conseil	
des	industriels	laitiers	du	Québec,	which	brings	together	
private	dairy	processors,	split	the	other	half	of	Novalait’s	
shares.

Through	Novalait,	Quebec’s	dairy	farmers	and	proces-
sors	share	the	costs	and	risks	of	research.	They	make	
annual	contributions	to	the	research	 investment	fund	
equivalent	to	¢1.27/100	l	of	managed	milk.	

Novalait	 involves	 its	shareholders	 in	all	of	 its	activities,	
including:	

•	Establishing	research	priorities;
•	Selecting	projects;	
•	Communicating,	transferring	and	applying	results.

50%
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Novalait is governed by six experienced 
administrators who represent the three 
groups of Novalait shareholders.
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NEW RESEARCH PRIORITIES 
Novalait	has	practised	open	 innovation	 for	more	 than	
20	 years.	 Our	 strategy	 for	 investing	 in	 research	 with	
the	maximum	 amount	 of	 benefits	 starts	 with	 a	 clear	
message	to	our	scientific	collaborators.	In	2016,	we	led	
an	unprecedented	consultation	to	establish	Novalait’s	
research	 priorities.	 We	 are	 extremely	 proud	 to	 have	 
obtained	the	opinions	of	365	dairy	farmers	and	50	dairy	
processors.	 Thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 from	 our	 share-
holder	groups	who	provided	their	input.	We	appreciate	
your	support.	These	new	priorities	will	guide	Novalait’s	
research	investments	in	the	coming	years.

INVESTING IN COMMUNICATION
Novalait	has	renewed	its	strategy	to	better	communi-
cate	with	 its	shareholders.	Novalait	 is	a	 rich	source	of	
scientific	 information	 that	 is	 easier	 than	 ever	 to	 ac-
cess	thanks	to	our	new	website.	We	have	also	chosen	

to	 showcase	 the	people	who	make	 research	happen.	
Simplicity	and	effectiveness	were	the	key	words	guid-
ing	Novalait	in	the	creation	of	a	logo	and	signature	that	
speaks	 to	our	shareholders	and	which	clearly	present	
the	mission	we	seek	to	accomplish,	together	with	our	
partners.

As	our	flagship	communications	event,	 the	2016	edi-
tion	of	the	Technological	Forum	set	a	new	attendance	
record.	For	the	first	time	ever,	and	with	great	success,	
Novalait	 extended	 the	 opportunity	 to	 suppliers	 to	 
participate	and	get	involved	in	the	Forum.	With	thanks	
to	our	sponsors,	we	were	able	to	provide	an	enhanced	
experience	 to	 participants.	 The	 Forum	 remains	 a	
unique	opportunity	 to	draw	on	Novalait’s	 research,	 to	
discuss	 how	 to	 apply	 results	 with	 researchers	 and	 to	
discover	the	talent	of	our	students.	

NOVALAIT LEVERAGES ITS POTENTIAL
One	of	Novalait’s	strengths	 is	 the	ability	to	get	buy-in	
from	partners	 in	 order	 to	obtain	 the	necessary	 fund-
ing	 for	 research.	 Since	 its	 creation	 in	 1995,	 Novalait	
has	invested	nearly	10	million	dollars	in	more	than	100	 
research	projects,	whose	total	value	exceeds	45	million	
dollars.	During	the	fiscal	year,	Novalait	put	 forth	major	
efforts	into	the	renewal	and	development	of	 its	finan-
cial	partnerships,	specifically	at	the	national	level.	

With	 regard	 to	 the	 commercial	 use	 of	 research	 re-
sults,	Novalait	signed	a	royalty-sharing	agreement	with	 
Université	 Laval	 during	 the	 last	 fiscal	 year.	 We	 also	 
continue	 legal	 proceedings	 to	 challenge	 a	 decision	 
made	 by	 the	 Canada	 Revenue	 Agency	 to	 refuse	 
research	 tax	credits	 to	Novalait	 for	 the	2012	 to	2014	 
fiscal	 years.	 Let	 us	 note	 that,	 since	 its	 creation,	 
Novalait’s	research	expenditures	have	always	qualified	
for	 tax	 credits.	 Believing	 it	 is	 entitled	 to	 these	 credits,  
Novalait	 have	 filed	 an	 appeal	 with	 the	 Tax	 Court	 of	 
Canada.

To	 conclude,	 I	would	 like	 to	 thank	 all	 of	 the	members	 
of	 the	 Board	 of	 Directors	 for	 your	 commitment	 to	
Novalait,	your	enlightened	participation	and	the	friend-
liness	 of	 our	 exchanges.	 Thank	 you	 to	 the	 team	 at	
Novalait,	Élise	and	Valérie,	who	combine	rigour,	creativity	
and	dynamism	to	implement	Novalait’s	vision.	

Réal Gauthier,	
President	of	Novalait

A WORD FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

“Novalait has revamped its strategy to establish 
better communication with its shareholders. 
Providing access to the results of our research 
to researchers and students is our top priority.”
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COMMUNICATION AT THE HEART  
OF OUR ACTIONS
Close	 collaboration	 with	 our	 shareholder	 groups	 and	
knowledge	 transfer	 actors	 in	 the	 dairy	 sector	 remains	
the	basis	of	our	communication	strategy	at	Novalait.	The	
hiring	of	a	new	knowledge	transfer	coordinator	has	given	
us	the	opportunity	to	enhance	how	we	collaborate,	which	
led	 to	 a	 successful	 consultation	 with	 shareholders	 on	 
research	priorities.	

Throughout	 its	 20	 years	 in	 existence,	 Novalait	 has	 ac-
cumulated	 an	 impressive	 amount	 of	 scientific	 infor-
mation.	Our	 new	website	 highlights	 this	 asset.	 Taking	 a	 
coordinated	 approach,	 we	 have	 engaged	 on	 social	 
media	to	connect	with	our	shareholders	and	direct	them	to	 
the	 content	 at	 novalait.ca.	 Congratulations	 to	 Valérie,	 
who	has	 been	 able	 to	meet	 the	 deadlines	 and	 budgets	
established	for	our	new	corporate	image,	a	cutting	edge	
website,	 appearances	 on	 Twitter	 and	 LinkedIn	 and	 a	
Technological	Forum	that	broke	attendance	records	and	
proved	to	be	the	best	one	yet!

NOVALAIT RESEARCH CATALYST
Novalait	 took	 part	 in	 work	 completed	 by	 the	 Canadian	
Dairy	Research	Council,	an	initiative	of	the	Dairy	Farmers	
of	Canada.	Since	the	end	of	the	fiscal	year,	Novalait	has	
also	sat	on	the	board	of	directors	for	the	Consortium	de	
recherche	 et	 innovations	 en	 bioprocédés	 industriels	 au	
Québec	 (CRIBIQ).	 Sharing	 information	 on	 the	 nation-
al	 scale	 and	with	 other	 industry	 sectors	 helps	 promote	
Novalait	and	foster	new	partnerships.	

This	 past	 fiscal	 year,	Novalait	 signed	 five	 agreements	 
establishing	 chair	 and	 research	 projects.	 This	 is	 the	 
culmination	of	a	rigorous	process	that	begins	with	the	 
establishment	of	 our	 research	priorities,	 that	 continues	
with	a	call	for	projects	from	researchers	and	the	ends	by	
the	selction	of	projects	based	on	benefits	for	dairy	farms	
and	plants	as	well	as	scientific	excellence.	At	every	step	
of	the	way	and	throughout	its	research	projects,	Novalait	
stimulates	exchanges	with	researchers	and	the	industry.

NEW HEADQUARTERS
Since	April	1st,	2016,	Novalait	has	been	headquartered	in	
downtown	Quebec	City.	The	new	headquarters	feature	a	
large	conference	room,	with	all	of	the	office	space	neces-
sary	for	staff	and	contracted	employees	in	an	area	that	is	
30%	smaller	than	the	previous	headquarters.

LEVERAGING RESEARCH  
FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT
Novalait	has	renewed	its	royalty-sharing	agreement	with	
Université	 Laval	 for	 the	 next	 10	 years.	 This	 agreement	
provides	 a	 way	 for	 Novalait	 to	 generate	 revenues	 from	
research	whose	 results	 are	 not	 intended	 for	 direct	 use	
by	shareholders.	Since	1995,	 the	projects	supported	by	
Novalait	have	resulted	in	18	patents	and	numerous	soft-
ware	prototypes	that	depend	on	one	third	of	the	industry,	
equipment	manufacturers	and	technological	companies	
for	their	development.	

Since	 its	 creation,	Novalait	 has	 always	 taken	 advantage	
of	research	tax	credits	available	to	for-profit	private	com-
panies.	 In	 2015,	 following	 an	 amendment,	 the	 Canada	
Revenue	 Agency	 decided	 not	 to	 grant	 Novalait	 credits	
for	 the	three	preceding	years.	With	support	 from	finan-
cial	 and	 legal	 advisors,	Novalait	 challenged	 this	 decision	 
and	 filed	 an	 appeal	 with	 the	 Tax	 Court	 of	 Canada.	 The	 
process	 required	 the	mobilization	of	many	 resources	 in	
order	to	present	a	strong	case.	A	ruling	is	expected	during	
the	2016-2017	fiscal	year.

A SMALL TEAM IN A LARGE NETWORK
Fulfilling	the	mandate	that	Novalait	has	given	itself	would	
be	impossible	without	the	invaluable	contributions	made	
by	 our	 shareholders,	 collaborators	 and	 experts	 who	 sit	
on	Novalait’s	different	committees.	This	year,	 in	addition	
to	selecting	and	supervising	research	projects,	we	heavily	
relied	on	your	support	to	make	our	special	communica-
tion	projects	and	research	priorities	a	reality.	Thank	you,	
once	again,	to	all	of	our	contributors,	who	play	such	a	large	
part	in	Novalait’s	success.	
 

Élise Gosselin
CEO

REPORT FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thanks to a reactive research environment, 
Novalait served as a catalyst for the spectacular 
development of solutions and expertise for 
the benefit of dairy innovation.
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HIGHLIGHTS 
2015-2016 

2014-2015
$997,173

Novalait
$393,539 

Partners 
$603,634

2015-2016
$1,689,380

Novalait
$553,436

Partners 
$1,135,944

INVESTMENTS IN RESEARCH 

THE YEAR 2015-2016 
IN NUMBERS

Novalait
$553,436 

Federal 
government 
$437,279

Provincial 
government 
$481,317 

Private 
partners 
$217,348 

2015-2016
$1,689,380

SHARE OF RESEARCH INVESTMENTS,
NOVALAIT AND PARTNERS 2015-2016

A BUSINESS MODEL BASED  
ON PARTNERSHIPS
Novalait	 leverages	 more	 than	 four	 times	 the	 
investment	amount	from	shareholders	thanks	to	
its	private	and	government	partnerships.	

Always	at	the	forefront,	Novalait	has	implemented	 
the	 concept	 of	 open	 innovation	 for	 more	 than	 
20	 years.	 The	 company	 relies	 on	 an	 extensive	 
network	of	university	and	government	research-
ers	to	carry	out	its	research	projects.	

$1,689,380 invested in dairy 
research

43 researchers 
involved in 
9 institutions

70 students 
in training

400 responses from 
shareholders 
to the survey 
on research 
priorities

179 participants 
in the Forum
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MORE THE DEMAND IS PRECISE… MORE THE ANSWER IS CLEAR!

NEW RESEARCH 
PRIORITIES 

Novalait conducted an extensive web consultation with its shareholders. 
365 dairy farmers and more than 50 dairy processors answered to estab-
lish the new research priorities o Novalait. 

HIGHLIGHTS 2015-2016...

Feeding and nutrition

•		Production	efficiency,	
			 harvest	and	conservation	
•	Nutritional	needs
•	 Ration	optimization	
•	 Relations	between	diet,	 
health	and	reproduction

Health and welfare 

•		Health	factors
•	Mastitis,	foot	and	leg	problems,	
infectious	and	metabolic	diseases

•	 Alternatives	to	antibiotic
•	Comfort	and	longevity

Fertility and reproduction

•		Factors	affecting	fertility	 
and reproduction

•	 Strategies,	practices	and	tools	to	
improve reproductive performance 

• Decreasing dependance  
on	synchronization	programs

Milk quality

•		Milk	capacity	for	processing	
•	 Controling	spoilage	or	 
pathogenic	flora	

•	Determine	the	modulation	 
of	milk	composition	and	 
native	flora	

Technological properties

•		Identification	of	physico-chemical	
properties,	interactions,	evolution

•	Dynamics	in	microbial	communities

Indicators and control tools

•		Reliable	indicators,	 
decision-making	tools	

•	Monitoring	the	activity	of	flora	
(native	and	maturing)

•	 Extension	of	the	duration	 
of conversation

Eco-efficiency of  
processing methods

•		Product	value	optimization
•  Reduction of inputs 
•	 Valorization	of	coproducts	
• Decreasing wastes and residues 

For complete details on our research priorities, download the full document on the website of Novalait.

http://novalait.ca/en/mission/
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HIGHLIGHTS 2015-2016...

NEW WEBSITE

In	our	efforts	to	implement	a	simpler	and	more	effective	communication	strategy,	a	challenge	arose	when	it	
came	to	our	new	website:	how	to	convey	the	extensiveness	of	Novalait’s	projects	and	the	span	of	its	research.	
Completely	bilingual,	with	a	refreshed,	streamlined	design,	novalait.ca	presents	the	organization	and	its	unique	
business	model.	Here	you	can	easily	find	information	on	bids	for	tender,	research	priorities	and	the	selection	
criteria	for	projects.	The	results	and	most	recent	advancements	in	research	projects	are	presented	in	video	
capsules	and	factsheets.	The	site	also	showcases	the	personalities	working	in	research.	

     novalait.ca

NOVALAIT TECHNOLOGICAL 
FORUM: AN IMPROVED  
FORMULA, RECORD  
PARTICIPATION
On	 June	 2,	 2016,	 the	 Technological	 Forum	 brought	 
together	 a	 record	 number	 of	 179	 participants.	 From	
now	 onwards	 a	 bilingual	 event,	 the	 forum	 presents	
the	latest	results	from	research	supported	by	Novalait.	
Along	 with	 stakeholders,	 researchers	 and	 students	 
discussed	the	applications	and	benefits	of	the	solutions	
and	 expertise	 developed.	 An	 international	 presenter,	 
Dr.	 Barbano,	 proposed	 new	 research	 perspectives.	
Award	 recipients	 highlighting	 excellence	 in	 student	
communications,	and	participant	testimonials	are	avai-
lable	in	the	section	Novalait–accessible and present.

http://novalait.ca/en/
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LAUNCHING OF THE NSERC/NOVALAIT/DAIRY FARMERS  
OF CANADA/VALACTA INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CHAIR  
IN SUSTAINABLE LIFE OF DAIRY CATTLE

HIGHLIGHTS 2015-2016...

Officially	 launched	 on	 May	 26,	 2016,	 the	 Industrial	 
Research	 Chair	 in	 Sustainable	 Life	 of	 Dairy	 Cattle	 
develops	 concrete	 solutions	 and	 tools	 to	 optimize	 
the	 comfort	 level	 of	 tie-stall	 cattle	 and	 increase	 their	
sustainable	 life.	 This	 chair	 also	 created	 for	 its	 holder,	 

Ms.	Elsa	Vasseur,	a	new	position	as	professor- 
researcher	in	response	to	the	need	for	spe-
cific	 expertise	 as	 identified	 by	 the	 dairy	
farmers	 at	 Novalait.	 Research	 began	 
in	spring	2016	and	five	students	have	
already	begun	to	develop	their	fields	
of	expertise	as	part	of	the	chair.	

From	 left	 to	 right:	Kevin	Wade,	 professor	 and	director	of	 the	Department	of	Animal	Sciences	at	McGill	University;	 
Elise	Gosselin,	CEO	of	Novalait;	Daniel	Lefebvre,	general	manager	of	Valacta;	Emie	Désilets,	scientific	coordinator	of	
the	Dairy	Farmers	of	Canada;	Chandra	Madramootoo,	professor	 in	 the	Department	of	Bioresource	Engineering	at	
McGill	University;	Rose	Goldstein,	Vice-Principal,	Research	and	Innovation;	Elsa	Vasseur,	Chairholder;	Réal	Gauthier,	
president	of	Novalait	and	dairy	farmer;	Anja	Geitmann,	dean	of	the	Faculty	of	Agricultural	and	Environmental	Sciences	
at	McGill	University.

“The results of this research have been highly anticipated 
in the context of the proAction national assessment program 
that validates responsible farming practices, specifically in 
regards to animal care. There is also great interest in everything 
relating to cow comfort and management practices that 
increase their lifespan.” 

Réal Gauthier, president of Novalait
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COLLABORATION AGREEMENT FOR INNOVATION IN DAIRY PRODUCTION AND  
DAIRY PROCESSING (2008-2014) NOVALAIT-AAFC-FRQNT-MAPAQ

 

RESEARCH

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 2015-2016
The work of the three industrial research chairs and 16 research projects were underway in 2015-2016. These 
projects were funded by Novalait with support from sectoral ministries, funding agencies and private partners 
in Quebec and Canada. Novalait has developed different types of partnerships to fund research that responds 
to the priorities established by its shareholders. 

2011-
2015

B vitamins: are  rumen bacteria always sufficient to the task? 
Rachel	Gervais,	Université	Laval	/	Christiane	Girard,	AAC-CRDBLP		

2011-
2015

How to enrich dairy products in polyphenols and the health benefits
Laurent	Bazinet,	Université	Laval	/	Michel	Britten,	AAC-CRDA

INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CHAIRS  

2009-
2015

NSERC-Novalait-DFC-PLQ-MAPAQ-Valacta Industrial Research Chair  
on Nutritional Control of the Production of Milk Components in Dairy Cows
Yvan	Chouinard,	Université	Laval

2016-
2020

NSERC-Novalait-DFC-Valacta Industrial Research Chair in Sustainable 
Life of Dairy Cattle
Elsa	Vasseur,	Université	McGill

2014-
2018

NSERC-Novalait Industrial Research Chair in Efficiency  of Milk Processing 
Yves	Pouliot,	Université	Laval

DO YOU KNOW HOW A RESEARCH 
CHAIR TAKES LIFE AT NOVALAIT? 

Our shareholders identify a need for a specific 
research expertise;

Novalait collaborates with a university  
to create a new researcher position;

The university announces an international  
call for nominations;

The selected applicant develops a scientific 
research program in close collaboration with 
a start-up committee composed of Novalait 
shareholders;

Funding from NSERC, and other possible partners, 
finalizes Novalait’s investment in the project.

1

2

3

4

5

?
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PARTNERSHIP FOR INNOVATION IN DAIRY PRODUCTION  
AND DAIRY PROCESSING (2011-2017) NOVALAIT-FRQNT-MAPAQ

2012-
2015

How does the mineral profile of a diet influence milk fat?
Édith	Charbonneau,	Université	Laval

2013-
2017

Adjusted milking during the transitional period to better control negative  
energy balances and its consequences
Simon	Dufour,	Université	de	Montréal

2014-
2017

Improving fodder grass in the context of climate change
Édith	Charbonneau,	Université	Laval

2012-
2015

Better understanding the role of milk typicity in the quality of fine cheeses
Steve	Labrie,	Université	Laval

2012-
2015

Do mechanical treatments have an impact on the technological quality of milk?
Yves	Pouliot,	Université	Laval

2013-
2016

Development of an innovative green biotechnology for the valorization  
of cheese co-products: the Biobac process
Michèle	Heitz,	Université	de	Sherbrooke

2013-
2017

Prevalence of microorganisms in silage and raw milk and their impacts  
on dairy product quality  
Denis	Roy,	Université	Laval

2013-
2016

Impact of the dynamics of the process and composition of fermented  
dairy products on their stability and rheological qualities
Sylvie	Turgeon,	Université	Laval	

2014-
2017

Greek yogurt production and its impacts on co-products 
Gisèle	Lapointe,	Université	Laval

2014-
2017

Systems biology applied to cheddar
Sylvain	Moineau	Université	Laval

2014-
2017

Improving energy efficiency in milk processing by optimizing  
the usage of milk components: the case of Greek yogurt 
Yves	Pouliot,	Université	Laval

RESEARCH...
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RESEARCH...

GENETICS AND GENOMICS IN THE SPOTLIGHT  

3 new projects use genetics or genomics for applicable and innovative results.

PUTTING BACK TO DAY 120 THE  
INSEMINATION OF COWS IN METABOLIC  
STRESS: AN IDEA TO VALIDATE FOR  
THE HEALTH AND PROFITABILITY  
OF THE HERDS  
This	 project	 is	 based	 on	 the	 hypothesis	 that	 there	 is	 
a	 difference	 between	 embryos	 conceived	 at	 60	 and	
120	 days	 post-partum,	 respectively,	 specifically	 in	
cows	 with	 high	 levels	 of	 ketones	 (BHB)	 in	 the	 blood.	
This	distinction	aims	to	select	the	markers	associated	
with	metabolic	status.	Integrated	into	a	diagnostic	tool,	
these	markers	will	be	able	to	be	used	to	select	the	heif-
ers	to	keep	and	evaluate	the	relative	value	of	embryos	
and	animals	produced	according	to	the	mother’s	pro-
duction	levels.	These	tools	aim	to	refine	management	
practices	based	on	new	measures	at	birth	(biomarkers)	
in	the	milk	(BHB).

IMPROVING THE HISTORY OF HEALTH  
AND FERTILITY TRAITS IN DAIRY COWS
Diversifying	parts	of	the	genome	involved	in	health	and	
fertility	traits	is	ideal,	but	how	can	it	be	achieved	without	
resorting	to	cross-breeding?	This	project	aims	to	de-
velop	a	tool	able	to	generate	a	genetic	diversity	score	
for	health	and	fertility	traits.	 It	 is	reasonable	to	believe	
that,	 given	 equal	 genomic	 values,	 the	 animal	 with	 a	
higher	genetic	diversity	score	would	improve	the	health	
and	fertility	traits	of	its	progeny.	

SEARCHING THE MICROFLORA  
OF LOCAL MILKS AND CHEESES 
Bacteria,	yeast	and	mould	constitute	a	unique	microflora	
in	each	cheese.	Can	we	predict	the	production	of	flavour	
compounds	according	to	microflora	activity?	By	deter-
mining	the	 influence	of	cheese	production	parameters	
on	 the	 development	 of	 microflora,	 this	 project	 aims	 
to	 develop	 ripening	 techniques	 for	 Quebec	 cheese-
makers.	Expected	benefits:	decrease	variations	 in	pro-
duction	and	associated	losses	and	equip	cheesemakers	
with	new	arguments	in	the	accreditation	process.	

PARTNERSHIP FOR INNOVATION IN DAIRY PRODUCTION  
AND DAIRY PROCESSING (2015-2019) NOVALAIT-CRIBIQ-FRQNT

2016-
2019

Putting back to day 120 the insemination of cows in metabolic stress: 
an idea to validate for the health and profitability of the herds
Marc-André	Sirard,	Université	Laval

2016-
2018

Improving the history of health and fertility traits in dairy cows 
Claude	Robert,	Université	Laval

2016-
2019

Searching the microflora of local milks and cheeses 
Steve	Labrie,	Université	Laval

PROJECT 1 PROJECT 2 PROJECT 3
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B VITAMINS UNDER THE MICROSCOPE  
Vitamin	 B	 deficiency	 is	 associated	 with	 decreased	
metabolic	 efficiency	 in	 cows	 and,	 consequently,	 de-
creased	 production.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 predict	 a	 cow’s	
need	for	B	vitamins	and	to	assess	whether	or	not	they	
are	being	met,	given	 that	 they	are	synthesized	 in	 the	
rumen.	 This	 project	 aims	 to	 determine	 the	 amounts	
of	 B	 vitamins	 available	 to	 the	 cow	 depending	 on	 the	
nutritional	 management	 strategy.	 The	 results	 of	 
this	 project	 show	 that	 concentrations	 of	 B	 vitamins	
in	 food	 vary	widely	 depending	 on	 the	 composition	 of	 
the	ration.	A	number	of	dietary	factors	were	identified	
that	 influence	 the	 amount	 of	 B	 vitamins	 available	 to	 
the	cow.	Taking	this	data	into	account	using	formulation	
software	for	dairy	cattle	will	help	us	identify	the	condi-
tions	 in	 which	 dietary	 supplements	 may	 be	 nec-
essary	 to	 increase	metabolic	 efficiency	 and	 dairy	 
production.	 In	 addition	 to	 reducing	 production	
costs,	 balanced	 B	 vitamins	 could	 also	 result	 in	 
increased	 efficiency	 and	 less	 environmental	
waste.	 Few	 experts	 worldwide	 have	 exam-
ined	the	role	of	vitamins	in	dairy	cattle	diet,	
making	these	results	very	promising.

View the project video capsule

MINERALS TO THE RESCUE OF  
MILK FAT CONTENT
Cows	at	the	beginning	of	lactation	receive	a	ration	that	
is	 rich	 in	 concentrates	 to	meet	 their	 increased	 ener-
gy	 needs,	which	 is	 accompanied	 by	 a	 decrease	 in	 fat	 
content	 in	 the	milk	 and,	 consequently,	 a	 decrease	 in	
revenues	for	dairy	farmers.	Studies	have	demonstrated	
that,	by	adjusting	the	ration’s	mineral	profile,	it	is	possi-
ble	to	modulate	milk	fat	content.	The	objective	of	this	
project	 is	 therefore	 to	validate	 the	 importance	of	 this	
strategy	for	dairy	farmers.	The	research	team	demon-
strated	that	the	addition	of	minerals	to	the	ration	had	
a	 positive	 influence	 on	 the	milk	 fat	 content	 and	 that	
this	 influence	 was	 even	 greater	 in	 rations	 containing	

less	 fat.	 The	 source	 of	minerals	 is	 nevertheless	
an	 important	 point	 to	 consider.	 The	 good	
news:	it	is	possible	for	cows	at	the	begin-
ning	of	lactation	that	consume	more	fat	
to	 maintain	 a	 high	 fat	 content.	 These	
results	will	 allow	 for	 the	 development	
of	innovative	and	profitable	nutritional	
strategies.	

                   View the project video capsule

RESULTS 
During the 2015-2016 exercise, four research projects and one chair were 
completed and another chair was at mid-term stage. Many advancements 
were made by the two other active research chairs. Here is a brief overview 
of the results of these projects and the potential benefits for dairy farms 
and plants. 

PRODUCTION 

Vitamin B
In addition to reducing production costs, 
balanced B vitamins could also result 
in increased efficiency and less 
environmental waste.  

FACTSHEETS
For more information 

about each of the projects 
presented, factsheets 

are available on the 
Novalait website.

http://novalait.ca/en/capsule-video/
http://novalait.ca/en/capsule-video/
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RESULTS...

WHEN DAIRY PRODUCTS AND  
POLYPHENOLS GO HAND IN HAND
Polyphenols	 are	 strong	antioxidant	 compounds.	They	
can	 nevertheless	 degrade	 as	 they	 pass	 through	 the	
digestive	 system.	 This	 project	 aims	 to	 identify	 the	
nutritional	 synergies	 and	 protective	 effects	 of	 dairy	
products	on	polyphenols.	The	research	team	demon-
strated	 that	milk	 has	 the	 strongest	 fixation	 ability	 for	
polyphenols	 from	green	tea	with	a	 rate	 that	 is	slightly	
higher	than	80%,	while	the	average	fixation	rate	of	poly-
phenols	in	yogurt	is	75%.	Cheese	matrices	provide	the	
most	 protection	 for	 polyphenols	 from	 grapes	 during	
digestion.	These	results	confirm	for	the	very	first	time	
that	 dairy	 matrices	 have	 a	 protective	 effect	 on	 the	 
antioxidant	 activity	 of	 polyphenolic	 compounds.	 One	 
of	 the	most	 significant	 benefits	 of	 this	 project	 is	 the	 
reinforcement	 of	 the	 “healthy”	 image	 of	 milk	 among	
consumers.	 In	 addition,	 this	 protective	 effect	 will	 
increase	 the	 quality	 of	 polyphenol-enriched	 dairy	 
products.	 This	 scientific	 discovery	 comes	 as	 good	 
news	 for	 wine	 and	 cheese	 aficionados,	 revealing	 the	
value	of	combining	dairy	products	with	grape	polyphe-
nols.		

DID YOU SAY “MILK TYPICITY”?
Milk	quality	has	a	large	influence	on	the	production	and	
ripening	of	fine	cheeses.	Recently,	genomic	techniques	
have	made	 it	possible	to	 identify	countless	species	of	
bacteria,	 yeast	 and	moulds	 in	 cheeses,	 in	 addition	 to	
providing	 a	 better	 understanding	 of	 dairy	 microbial	
ecosystems.	The	objective	of	the	project	is	to	increase	
microbiological	 and	 technological	 knowledge	 about	 
local	milks	in	order	to	improve	and	regulate	the	quality	 
of	 fine	 artisanal	 cheeses.	 The	 research	 team	 has	
demonstrated	that	indigenous	yeasts	from	local	prod-
ucts	 have	 unique	 characteristics	 that	 allow	 them	 to	
survive	 and	 either	 compete	 or	 work	 in	 synergy	 with	
starter	 cultures.	 The	 results	 also	 demonstrate	 that	
these	 yeasts	 generate	 flavour	 compounds	 that	 may	
be	 used	 to	 inoculate	 cheeses	 to	 modulate	 the	 pro-
duction	 of	 specific	 flavours.	 Floral,	 malted	 and	 rancid	
flavours	were	also	associated	with	some	of	 the	yeast	
species.	Analyzing	and	understanding	milk	typicity	 is	a	
new	advancement	that	will	help	increase	the	quality	of	
fine	cheeses	and	ultimately	facilitate	accreditation	and	
market	release.

View the project video capsule

PROCESSING

80% 

The research team demonstrated that 
milk has the strongest fixation ability 
for polyphenols from green tea with 
a rate that is slightly higher than 80%. 

Quality 

Analyzing and understanding milk 
typicity is a new advancement that 
will help increase the quality of fine 
cheeses.

http://novalait.ca/en/capsule-video/
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LES RÉSULTATS...

NSERC-NOVALAIT-DFC-PLQ-MAPAQ- 
VALACTA INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CHAIR 
ON NUTRITIONAL CONTROL OF THE  
PRODUCTION OF MILK COMPONENTS  
IN DAIRY COWS 
Project leader: Mr. Yvan Chouinard, Université Laval

The	goal	of	this	chair,	which	came	to	its	end	during	the	
2015-2016	 fiscal	 year,	 was	 to	 improve	 the	 nutritional	
management	strategy	for	dairy	herds	to	better	control	
the	production	of	milk	components.	The	following	is	a	
summary	of	the	chair’s	recent	achievements.	

Major findings:  

•	 The	fatty	acid	profile	of	milk	may	reveal	the	 impact	of	
rations	on	rumen	balance;

•	 Data	 from	 farms	 has	 highlighted	 the	 impacts	 of	 dif-
ferent	 nutritional	 management	 strategies,	 including	
dietary	 cation-anion	 difference	 (DCAD),	 the	 ration’s	
fatty	acid	profile	and	 the	use	of	 lipid	supplements,	on	
synthesis	and	milk	composition;

•	 These	 discoveries	 have	 contributed	 to	 the	 develop-
ment	of	tools	to	predict	the	nutritional	value	of	rations	
and	to	diagnose	certain	metabolic	disorders;

•	 Tools	for	improving	the	transfer	of	omega-3	fatty	acids	
from	the	ration	to	milk	and	methods	for	preventing	the	
oxidation	of	fatty	acids	were	also	identified.

Professionals trained:  

•	 2	new	researcher	positions:
 Édith Charbonneau
 Rachel Gervais

•	 6	PhD	students	

•	 3	masters	students

To find out more about the Chair:  click here 

NSERC-NOVALAIT INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CHAIR  
IN EFFICIENCY OF MILK PROCESSING
Project leader: Mr. Yves Pouliot, Université Laval

Supporting	 dairy	 processors	 in	 their	 quest	 for	
competitiveness	 is	 the	 reason	 why	 the	 Industrial	 
Research	 Chair	 in	 Efficiency	 of	 Milk	 Processing	
Methods	was	established.	The	 research	 team,	 led	
by	 Dr.	 Yves	 Pouliot,	 validates	 new	 approaches	 to	
optimize	 the	use	of	natural	milk	constituents	while	
minimizing	the	environmental	impact	of	processes.	
More	 specifically,	 researchers	 and	 students	 are	 in	
the	process	of	developing	measuring	tools	to	quan-
tify	the	 impact	of	membrane	separation	on	energy	
efficiency	 parameters	 such	 as	 energy	 consump-
tion	 and	water	waste.	Here	 are	 a	 few	 examples	 of	 
advancements	that	were	made	this	past	year.

Dr.	 Pouliot’s	 team	 tested	 the	 use	 of	 dairy	 concentrates	 in	 cheese	 production.	 The	 first	 curd	 production	 
experiments	have	highlighted	differences	in	cheese	behaviour	in	the	systems	studied	(reverse	osmosis	(RO),	
ultrafiltration	 (UF)	 and	 nanofiltration	 (NF)).	 A	 preliminary	 analysis	 has	 shown	 that	 the	 type	 of	 system	 (RO,	
NF	or	skim	milk)	has	a	significant	 impact	on	many	of	 the	parameters	studied,	 including	kinetic	coagulation,	 
flow	behaviour	and	casein	micelle	size.	The	next	portion	of	the	project	will	provide	further	findings	on	cheese	
production	parameters.

An	energy	efficiency	assessment	software	program	for	dairy	product	processes	is	currently	being	developed.	
The	software	aims	to	compare	different	processing	scenarios	and	evaluate	their	economic	viability.	Based	on	
simulation,	the	software	creates	virtual	plants	through	the	free	assembly	of	unit	processes.	It	can	also	deter-
mine	the	flow	of	materials	and	energy.	Industrial	testing	of	the	preliminary	version	of	the	software	is	currently	
underway.	

The	chair’s	work	has	attracted	many	students.	This	year,	two	professionals	completed	their	master’s	research	
while	six	students	are	ready	to	begin	work	on	their	master’s	and	doctoral	degrees.	The	chair’s	results	were	
regularly	presented	at	events	in	the	dairy	sector	and	on	the	Novalait	website.

To find out more about the Chair:  click here

View the video capsule of the Chair

PRODUCTION PROCESSING

Mélanie	Martineau,	food	technology	laboratory,	Université	Laval.

http://novalait.ca/en/personnalites/edith-charbonneau/
http://novalait.ca/en/personnalites/rachel-gervais/
http://novalait.ca/fiches/chaire-controle-nutritionnel-de-production-constituants-lait-chez-vache/
http://novalait.ca/en/fiches/chair-on-the-efficiency-of-milk-processing-methods/
http://novalait.ca/en/capsule-video/
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ON THE GROUND
Valacta	 is	major	player	 in	 the	 transfer	of	 research	 re-
sults	 to	 dairy	 farmers.	 In	 a	 recent	 project,	 new	 tech-
niques	 for	 evaluating	 lameness	 in	 cows	 in	 tie-stall	
housing	were	evaluated	and	tested.	Valacta	integrated	
the	 results	 from	 this	 research	 into	 a	 training	 entitled	 
“A	Step	Ahead”	on	hoof	and	member	health,	in	collab-
oration	with	the	Association	des	médecins	vétérinaires	
praticiens	du	Québec.	In	total,	more	than	1,100	farmers	
attended	the	training.		

NEW RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NRC
The	 research	 group	 that	 has	 completed	 numerous	
projects	on	vitamin	B	with	support	from	Novalait	was	in-
vited	to	review	the	recommendations	published	by	the	
National	 Research	Council,	 an	American	organization	
that	 establishes	 nutritional	 standards	 for	 dairy	 cows.	
Novalait	 is	proud	to	have	supported	the	development	
of	unique,	international	expertise.

IMPACTS AND BENEFITS
Novalait selects research projects based on their potential impacts on 
farms and plants. Whether through training or providing new recommen-
dations, research results are applied and communicated to dairy farmers 
and processors in a number of ways. 

“I was already using good practices but, 
after the training, I was able to improve 
on certain things. I have a keener eye for 
detecting lameness and I now know that 
it is important to act quickly.”

Mr. André Rensonnet,	
Dairy	Farmer,	Ferme	
Rensonnet in Upton 
in	the	Montérégie	
region	of	Quebec

“The projects, have helped reverse the dogma 
that vitamin B synthesis by rumen bacteria 
completely fulfils a cow’s needs, regardless 
of the animal’s production level or its diet ”

Christiane Girard,	
Researcher,	
Agriculture	and	
Agri-Food	Canada
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IMPACTS AND BENEFITS...

Ms.	 Stéphanie	 Méthot-Hains	 was	 one	 of	 the	 first	
graduates	of	the	Chair	 in	Efficiency	of	Milk	Processing	
Methods.	 She	 completed	 her	 master’s	 research	 on	
the	pre-concentration	of	milk	and	its	impacts	on	ener-
gy	efficiency	 in	cheese	factories.	The	multidisciplinary	
experience	 she	 acquired	 during	 her	 academic	 career	
within	 the	 chair	 is	 proving	 to	 be	 of	 great	 use	 in	 her	
job.	She	puts	her	knowledge	and	skills	 into	practice	at	 
Qualtech	as	an	assistant	project	manager.	The	proxim-
ity	of	the	industrial	sector	during	her	studies	prepared	
her	to	face	the	industry’s	challenges.

Also	 a	 graduate	 from	 the	 Chair	 in	 Efficiency	 of	 Milk	
Processing	 Methods,	 Mr.	 Daniel	 Tremblay-Marchand	
measured	the	impact	of	operating	parameters	for	milk	
microfiltration	 on	 the	 performance	 of	 ceramic	mem-
branes	 with	 a	 permeability	 gradient	 during	 his	 mas-
ter’s	 research.	He	 is	now	 the	project	manager	 for	 re-
search	 and	 development	 at	 Cintech	Agroalimentaire.	 
Mr.	 Tremblay-Marchard	 also	 spearheaded	 the	 estab- 
lishment	 of	 a	 pilot	 filtration	 system	 as	 part	 of	 the	 
chair.	He	is	now	applying	his	ingenuity	and	rigour	for	the	
benefit	agri-food	processing	companies.	

PROFESSIONALS READY TO TACKLE THE 
CHALLENGES FACED BY THE DAIRY INDUSTRY  

“During my master’s program, I participated in a number of multidisciplinary projects. They 
helped me gain a better understanding of new concepts and to adopt a more realistic point 
of view on current issues in the dairy industry. The experience made me more versatile in 
my work and the knowledge I acquired will benefit me throughout my professional career.”

Stéphanie 
Méthot-Hains,	
Assistant	Project	
Manager at 
Qualtech

Young professionals who received training within the framework of 
projects supported by Novalait have the knowledge and expertise to 
stimulate innovation within companies. 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH APPROACHES LEAD  
TO VERSATILITY IN THE LABOUR MARKET 

“I had the opportunity to collaborate with 
intervenors in the dairy industry throughout 
my master’s degree, which allowed me to 
complete a project that responded to a 
concrete problem. The experience helped 
me develop scientific rigour, all while taking 
a simple and pragmatic approach. Today, 
I use the knowledge I acquired to come to 
the aid of companies that aim to complete 
R&D projects in collaboration with Cintech 
Agroalimentaire.”

Daniel Tremblay-
Marchand,	
R&D	Project	
Manager	at	Cintech	
Agroalimentaire
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IMPACTS AND BENEFITS...

FROM BIOLOGY  
TO ANIMAL PRODUCTION  
In	 collaboration	 with	 Novalait,	 Ms.	 Valérie	 Beaudet	 com-
pleted	a	master’s	degree	in	the	laboratory	of	Dr.	Christiane  
Girard,	 a	 global	 expert	 in	 B	 vitamins	 in	 dairy	 cows.	 To-
day	 a	 research	 assistant	 for	 Agriculture	 and	 Agri-Food	
Canada,	 the	 organization	 immediately	 appealed	 to	 
Ms.	Beaudet,	where	she	collaborates	with	people	who	are	
passionate	about	their	work.	Whether	she	is	completing	
animal	 development	 phases	 or	 meticulous	 work	 in	 the	 
lab,	the	skills	that	she	acquired	over	the	years	enable	her	
to	complete	a	wide	range	of	tasks.

“After completing my bachelor’s degree in biology, 
my master’s degree at the Sherbrooke research 
and development centre allowed me to increase 
my knowledge of animal sciences and agronomy 
while developing my assay skills and the ability 
to validate new methods. Today, I am able to 
participate in stimulating research projects 
and help advance knowledge in dairy production 
using my scientific expertise.”

“The idea of a research chair in Sustainable Life of Dairy Cattle is to place animals at the centre 
of the definition of sustainability. We are going to focus on the impact of management choices 
and work on solutions to increase the productive life of cows. These solutions will then be 
validated with farmers and consumers. There is a real need to demonstrate a better understanding 
of cows’ needs using hard data, allowing us to keep animals comfortable and healthy for the 
long-term.”

RESPONDING TO THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
CHALLENGES FACED BY DAIRY PRODUCTION AND  
PROCESSING COMPANIES

Dairy production and processing companies appreciate the proximity of 
internationally renowned researchers in order to address the industry’s 
scientific challenges. Novalait participates in the creation and renewal of 
researcher positions in strategic fields within the framework of industrial 
research chairs.

NEW EXPERTISE IN DAIRY COW  
WELL-BEING AND COMFORT
The	 position	 held	 by	 Ms.	 Elsa	 Vasseur	 at	 McGill	 Uni-
versity	was	created	as	part	of	 the	 Industrial	Research	
Chair	in	Sustainable	Life	of	Dairy	Cattle.	While	she	is	just	
beginning	her	career,	Ms.	Vasseur	already	has	remark-
able	 research	 experience	 on	 dairy	 cow	 comfort	 and	 
replacement	 subjects.	 Her	 immense	 passion	 for	 this	
field	 of	 study	 guarantees	 that	 this	 investment	 in	 re-
search	will	have	a	sustainable	impact	for	dairy	farmers,	
well	beyond	the	five-year	term	of	the	chair.	

Elsa Vasseur,	
researcher	and	
holder	of	the	
Industrial	Research	
Chair	in	Sustainable	
Life	of	Dairy	Cattle,	
McGill	University

Valérie Beaudet,	
Research	
Assistant,	AAFC
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Participants	 in	 the	 2016	 Technological	 Forum	 had	 
access	 to	 droves	 of	 information	 thanks	 to	 presenta-
tions	 from	 researchers	 involved	 in	 Novalait	 projects.	 
An	 international	 presenter	 also	 shared	 his	 vision	 for	
current	trends	and	issues	in	dairy	research.	The	chance	
to	 exchange	 with	 masters	 and	 PhD	 students	 was	 

also	 a	major	 attraction	 at	
the	 Forum.	 This	 year,	 23	
students	 presented	 their	
discoveries	 during	 the	
poster session for stu-
dent	 awards.	The	awards,	
offered	 by	 Novalait	 in	 
collaboration	 with	 the	
Fonds	 de	 recherche	 du	 
Québec	–	Nature	et	 tech- 
nologies	(FRQNT)	and	the	
International	 Dairy	 Fed-
eration	 (IDF)	 of	 Canada,	
recognized	 students	 for	
their	 communication	 and	

knowledge	 transfer	 efforts.	 Novalait	 also	 thanks	 its	 
24	 jury	members	 who	 brought	 out	 the	 excellence	 of	
this	high-calibre	competition.	

NOVALAIT–ACCESSIBLE AND PRESENT 
Communicating with Novalait has never been easier. With a revamped 
website, participation in major dairy industry events and appearances 
on multiple social networks, Novalait has stepped up its communication  
efforts to share the results of its research for the benefit of dairy farmers 
and processors.

2016 TECHNOLOGICAL FORUM  

Marie-Laurence Lemay,	 
PhD	student	at	Université	Laval

Poster	 title: Knowing your enemy: CRISPR-case9 for 
the genome editing and the study of virulent genes of 
phage p2

$500

1
st  PRICE

N OVALAIT

Pierre-Alexandre Morin,	Master’s	
student	at	Université	de	Montréal

Poster	 title:	Clinical trial of a milking protocol in early 
lactation: effects on ketone bodies in the blood

$400

2
st  PRICE

N OVALAIT

Andréanne Lamarche,	Master’s	
student	at	Université	Laval

Poster	title:	A PCR method in real time to quantify the 
natural yeasts of cheese ecosystems
  

Julien Chamberland,	PhD	student	
at	Université	Laval

Poster	 title:	Metagenomic analysis of industrial mem-
brane biofilms

*	The	IDF	Grand	Prize	includes	registration,	travel	and	
	 accommodations	at	the	IDF	World	Dairy	Summit	planned	
	 for	October	2016	in	Rotterdam.

IDF*G
RA

ND PRIZE 

N OVALAIT

$300

3
st  PRICE

N OVALAIT

From	left	to	right:	Mr.	Réal	Gauthier,	president	of	Novalait;	Ms.	Marie- 
Laurence	 Lemay,	 student;	 Mr.	 Pierre-Alexandre	 Morin,	 student;	 
Ms.	 Andréanne	 Lamarche,	 student;	 Ms.	 Hélène	 Munger,	 program	 
director,	FRQNT.

From	left	to	right:	Mr.	Michel	Pouliot,	Agropur	Coopérative,	IDF-Canada	
representative,	and	the	grand	prize	winner,	Mr.	Julien	Chamberland.
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IN THE PARTICIPANTS’ WORDS

NOVALAIT–ACCESSIBLE AND PRESENT...

“This year, new components were included in the program for the Technological 
Forum, including simultaneous translation, sponsorship plans for our industry 
partners and a prominent place for young researchers in the day’s program. 
We are very proud of these changes because they helped not only breathe new 
life into the regular schedule, they also contributed to making the Forum a success.” 

Simon Robert,	
Director of Member 
Relations,	Agropur	
cooperative and 
Secretary-Treasurer	
of	Novalait	

“The poster contest is the best way to meet students, who are enthusiastic about 
presenting us the fruits of their labour. It is very interesting to talk with them and 
the researchers who attend the Forum. These opportunities to exchange 
knowledge are beneficial for dairy processing companies and researchers.”

 “What impressed me the most at the Forum this 
year was the number of youth who attended and 
showed passion for their research projects. As a 
dairy farmer, we don’t often get the opportunity 
to see the results come to fruition whereas, at 
the Forum, I saw the possibility for these young 
professionals to implement their ideas and see 
them grow together.” 

Réal Gauthier,		
Dairy	Farmer	
and President 
of	Novalait

“Both the students and 
researchers presented concrete 
projects, completed in conditions 
similar to ours and whose results 
can be applied to all farms in Quebec. The forum is 
an excellent opportunity to talk with researchers 
and discuss their results to take the research ‘into 
the field’ and promote it among farmers.”

“This year, I came away from the Novalait Forum 
with an enormous sense of pride about working 
in a dynamic industry made up of passionate 
people, from the lab to the table. Whether it 
was during the ‘My Thesis in 80 Seconds’ 
presentations or answering questions in front 
of their posters, the students especially 
impressed me with their desire to share their 
knowledge. Interactivity is in style and the 2016 
Technological Forum, even though 
this was its 13th edition, was 
able to show that it is up 
with the times.”

Débora Santschi,	
Nutrition and 
Management 
Expert,	Valacta

T E C H N O -
L O G I C A L 
F O R U M 
2 0 1 6 

Yolaine Villeneuve,		
Director	of	Public	
and	Corporate	
Affairs,	CILQ

Julie Baillargeon,	
Research	Project	
and	Technological	
Transfer	Coordinator,	
Valacta
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NOVALAIT ON TWITTER

NOVALAIT–ACCESSIBLE AND PRESENT...

Novalait’s	 first	 experience	on	Twitter	 during	 the	2016	
Technological	Forum	was	a	great	success,	with	more	
than	one	hundred	followers	joining	our	page	and	more	
than	 fifty	 tweets	 shining	 a	 light	 on	Novalait.	 It	was	 an	 
experience	that	is	to	be	relived	at	future	events.		

NOVALAIT ON LINKEDIN

Novalait	 has	 created	 its	 own	 company	 page	 on	 Linke-
dIn.	 In	addition	to	making	ourselves	better	known	and	 
connecting	with	 other	 companies	 in	 the	 dairy	 sector,	
the	 page	 presents	 Novalait’s	 main	 areas	 of	 activity.	
Connect	with	us	and	follow	Novalait	on	LinkedIn.

NOVALAIT ON THE FARM

Novalait	 participated	 in	 the	 open	 house	 organized	
by	MAPAQ	 (Centre	 du	Québec)	 at	 the	 Y.	 Lampron	et	 
fils	 Inc.	 farm	 on	 July	 22,	 2016,	 in	 the	Mauricie	 region	 
of	 Quebec.	 The	 event	 was	 an	 occasion	 to	 discover	 
the	 company’s	 newest	 developments	 and	 practices	
that	have	 led	 it	 to	become	a	 leader	 among	Quebec’s	
organic	dairy	farms.	More	than	700	people	participated	
in	the	event.	Novalait	is	proud	to	count	Mr.	Pierre	Lam-
pron,	one	of	the	farm’s	co-owners,	as	a	member	of	its	
steering	committee.	

Élise	Gosselin,	CEO	of	Novalait	discussing	with	dairy	farmers.

Novalait’	team:	Élise	Gosselin	and	Valérie	Bélanger.

#ForumNovalait2016 Follow Novalait on LinkedIn
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